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Restoring a Resilient
Coastal Ecosystem

Background imagery: Hapa Collaborative

Dyke Road Park is located within the traditional territory of the K'émoks
First Nation, on the east coast of Vancouver Island near the communities of
Comox and Courtenay. The 0.6 ha project site is on the shoreline of the
Class 1 K'émoks Estuary; also recognized as a Federally designated
Important Bird Area. Using a Green Shores® nature-based approach,
restoration is intended to support human use such as appropriate shoreline
access while restoring cultural and ecological values of the site including
conservation of habitat for the five species of Pacific Salmon found within
this estuary.

The design includes: (i) removal of the concrete wall formerly part of the
bird viewing platform to promote natural coastal processes and increase
resilience of the shoreline to climate change impacts (ii) redesign of access
to the shoreline (iii) reduction of impervious surfaces such as the parking
area footprint (iv) re-establishment of salt marsh and (v) planting of native
plants to enhance the riparian zone.

Landscape architects Hapa Collaborative and coastal engineering experts
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants developed the technical project designs
for this highly collaborative project led by the Comox Valley Regional
District with input from the K'dmoks First Nation and Guardians, Current
Environmental, Project Watershed, Stewardship Centre for BC, the Pacific
Salmon Foundation and Guardians of our Salish Estuaries (GooSE) Society.

Phase 1 construction commenced in August 2024, with LWD placements
followed by salt marsh planting in September. Construction was paused at
the end of August until an additional archaeological permit could be
approved. Monitoring was conducted over the winter 2024/25 to
understand how the site performed through winter storms and results from
this were used to adjust the marsh bench installation resulting in reduced
construction and labour costs. The initial design included wrapping and
staking coconut matting around the edge of the salt marsh bench. This was
altered to a design of a buried erosion protection layer of cobble and
gravel. Once final permit approval was received in early March 2025,
foreshore construction was completed during two weeks in April 2025.

Phase 2 construction to complete the upland restoration including park
landscaping and infrastructure is planned for summer 2025. The park will
have installations of art from the K'émoks First Nation and will include
signage informing site history and cultural importance of this area to the
K'édmoks First Nation. This project is part of the Pacific Salmon Foundation-
led collaborative initiative: Resilient Coasts for Salmon.
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